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A LION LEGACY 
Alex Tedrow 	

for concert band (Grade 3) 

2022 

Commissioned by the Indiana Southwest Festival of Bands, Inc. in memory 
of Loogootee High School band director (31 years), Ed Hamilton (d. 2021). 

Schools and directors participating include: 

- Barr-Reeve High School, Stephanie O’Brian (LHS graduate) 
- Loogootee High School, Amy Hamm 
- Mitchell High School, Zachary Tibbs 
- North Daviess High School, Jeff VanderMel 
- North Knox High School, Debbie VanderMel 
- Shoals High School, Joel Weitkamp (LHS graduate) 
- South Knox High School, Jennifer Bollero Erickson 
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Program Notes 
A Lion Legacy was composed for the 2022 Southwest Indiana Festival of Bands in honor of the late 
Loogootee High School (Martin County, Indiana) band director, Ed Hamilton. Rather than something 
lyrical, slow, and contemplative, the idea was for this piece to be celebratory in nature. Per the wishes of 
the participating programs and Mr. Hamilton’s family, A Lion Legacy honors favorite selected 
masterworks with special nods to American composers of the 20th century. In addition, Mr. Hamilton was 
known for beginning the tradition of performing “Battle Hymn of the Republic” at every Loogootee High 
School graduation ceremony, which this work quotes – including the arrangement’s infamous timpani 
solo.  

Ed Hamilton was a beloved and important member of the Southern Indiana music education community. 
Growing up in Martin County just outside of the Loogootee area, I have seen firsthand how much of an 
impact he made on future generations of musicians. It is my hope that his incredible Loogootee “Lion” 
legacy will be remembered through music written in his honor.  

The Southwest Indiana Festival of Bands was established in 1989 by Betsy Graves and Joyce Kim-Rohrer.  
Both are now retired teachers but have been and continue to be instrumental in organizing the program 
every year. The festival’s initial mission was to allow small school bands to play excellent and challenging 
literature under the direction of respected guest conductors. In 2003, the directors decided to start 
commissioning new pieces and allow their students to be a part of the process. A Lion Legacy marks the 
sixth commissioned work since the program’s inception. 

Please enjoy! 

 

Ed Hamilton 

Ed Hamilton began his teaching career at Loogootee High School in 
1959. After one year, he left to teach at Hymera and Jasonville for a 
combined three years then returned to Loogootee in the Fall of 1963. 
He spent the rest of his career at Loogootee, retiring at the end of the 
1989-90 school year. 

His legendary career was marked with an amazing string of first 
division ratings at ISSMA contests. Band alumni will remember 
walking into the band room and seeing row upon row of awards 
across the front wall. No band wanted to be the one to end that streak! 

While Mr. Hamilton demanded high quality performances, he also made music fun. Many of his students 
went on to become music majors after the impact he had on them. Many more continue to enjoy music in 
their everyday lives because of their days in Mr. Hamilton’s program. The band room was a safe space 
for students to come when they were having a bad day. Mr. Hamilton was always a smiling face and a 
listening ear. 

Mr. Hamilton passed away on May 29, 2021. He continues to be honored as a long-time cherished citizen 
of Loogootee and the Southern Indiana music education community. 
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Difficulty 

Grade 3 

 

Duration 

3.5 minutes 

 

Instrumentation 

Piccolo 
Flute 1, 2 
Oboe  
Bassoon  

B♭ Clarinet 1 

B♭ Clarinet 2, 3 

B♭ Bass Clarinet 

E♭ Alto Saxophone 1, 2 

B♭ Tenor Saxophone 

E♭ Baritone Saxophone 
 

 

 

 

 

(cover art designed by Austin Jones – used with permission) 

 

Music typeset by the composer 

Copyright © 2022 by Alex Tedrow                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Printed in Indiana, USA 

All Rights Reserved 

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form by any electronics or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording or information 
storage and retrieval) without permission from the publisher. Please notify composer of all performances. 

Tedrow, Alex (ASCAP) 

- A Lion Legacy, concert band (grade 3) 

B♭ Trumpet 1 

B♭ Trumpet 2, 3 

F Horn 1, 2 

Trombone 1, 2 

Euphonium (includes doubled Baritone T.C. part) 

Tuba 

Timpani (featured solo)* 

Percussion 1 – Snare Drum, Low Tom 

Percussion 2 – Bass Drum 

Percussion 3 – Crash Cymbals, Woodblock, Tam-Tam 

Percussion 4 – Glockenspiel, Xylophone 

Percussion 5 – Tubular Bells, Triangle, Suspended Cymbal 
 

(percussion is designed to be feasible as 1 player per part, but may 
be split as necessary) 
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A Lion Legacy Alex Tedrow (b. 1999)

©2022. All rights reserved by Alex Tedrow (ASCAP).

Transposed Score

Duration: 3.5 min.

Commissioned by the Southwest Indiana Festival of Bands, Inc., in memory of Ed Hamilton. 

www.alextedrow.com
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