EVERYTHING IS
ALIVE

Alex Tedrow

for symphonic band

2022






Duration

~ 3 minutes

Program Notes

Written for the Brevard Music Center Summer Institute, 2022

Everything is Alive is inspired by my favorite podcast of the same title by Radiotopia. The premise of the show is to take a
humorous — yet often seriously moving and even dark — look into the inanimate objects humans take for granted in their
everyday lives. Every episode, Ian Chillag interviews a new seemingly random object personified by a voice actor (some notable
examples: Louis the soda can, Maeve the lamppost, Sean the subway seat, Alligator the toy alligator, Ayo the balloon, and
Charu the space satellite). Each object has a unique story, personality, and emotional perspective informed by their
interactions with humans. The show usually maintains a fun and light-hearted approach, but it also evokes a surprisingly
strong sense of empathy for the objects, who sometimes express sorrow, frustration, or anger with humans for their (from the
object’s perspective) malicious, self-centered practices.

Being a long-time devoted listener of Everything is Alive, I often wonder what the world would look like if the inanimate objects
we use every day had feelings. What would my umbrella say to me if it was alive? Would my computer keyboard judge me for
the things I type on it? What if all the objects banded together, revolted, took over the world, and treated humans as tools for
their own benefit?

These fun, absurd, yet thought-provoking questions formed the basis for the narrative of this piece of music. Thank you for
listening!

Performance Notes

- Transposed score
- All accidentals carry through the measure; some courtesy accidentals are given for quick changes between measures

- Notes marked “flz./grow]” may be performed as a flutter tongue or growl interchangeably — whichever speaks most easily on
each instrument. In every case, the intended effect is to be noisy and raucous.

- String bass is notated one octave higher than sounding; glockenspiel is notated two octaves lower than sounding; xylophone is
notated one octave lower than sounding.

- Stopped horn is notated with T and canceled with ©

- The value of the eighth note should stay consistent throughout all changing meters.

- The harp part is preferred to be included, but may be optional based on availability.

www.alextedrow.com



Instrumentation

Piccolo Bb Trumpet 1 (harmon, cup mute)
Flute 1, 2 Bb Trumpet 2 (harmon mute)
Oboe 1, 2 Bb Trumpet 3 (harmon mute)
English Horn

FHorn 1, 2, 3,4

Bb Clarinet 1, 2,3 Trombone 1. 2

Bb Bass Clarinet Bass Trombone
Eb Alto Saxophone 1, 2 Euphonium

Bb Tenor Saxophone Tuba

Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bassoon 1, 2

Contrabassoon

String Bass
Timpani
Percussion:

Xylophone, Anvil (or Brake Drum), Triangle

Vibraphone, 2 Woodblocks (high and low), Guiro, Crash Cymbals

Bass Drum

Tam-Tam, Vibraslap, Suspended Cymbal, Flexatone, 2 Woodblocks (high and low), Low Tom

e

Harp

Piano

Music typeset by the composer
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Everything is Alive - Tedrow (pg. 11)
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