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Duration 

~4 minutes

Program Notes 

Germinate explores themes of personal growth, transformation, and creativity through the use of 
musical “seeds” — small fragments that evolve and sprout into a larger whole. The piece 
contrasts serene, natural soundscapes with a repetitive, almost mechanical drive, reflecting how 
even the organic beauty of growth is rooted in cyclical, recurring processes. Even despite this, 
each seed’s journey remains uniquely its own.

These ideas take shape through aleatoric elements and guided student improvisation, inviting 
performers to engage directly with the compositional process. Students are encouraged to 
respond to prompts, shape their sound in real time, and contribute their individual voices to the 
ensemble, fostering creativity, active listening, and collaboration.

The piece includes a subtle quotation of Edvard Grieg’s “Morning Mood” from Peer Gynt. This 
familiar fragment, like a blossom gradually unfolding at dawn, serves as a reminder of the 
beauty that can grow from simple ideas and the natural unfolding of musical creativity.

Germinate concludes with an unfinished gesture: a final sprout just beginning to break through. 
It’s a reflection of ongoing growth, and a reminder that each student’s creative journey 
continues beyond the performance. 

Music typeset by the composer 
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Instrumentation
Flute 1, 2

Oboe (optional)

Bassoon (optional)

B♭ Clarinet 1, 2

B♭ Bass Clarinet

E♭ Alto Saxophone 1, 2

B♭ Tenor Saxophone

E♭ Baritone Saxophone

Timpani

Percussion:

1. Suspended Cymbal, Woodblock, Rainstick, Snare Drum

2. Bass Drum, Tam-Tam, Triangle

3. Xylophone, Windchimes, Triangle

4. Vibraphone, Glockenspiel

www.alextedrow.com

B♭ Trumpet 1, 2

F Horn 1, 2

Trombone 1, 2

Euphonium

Tuba 
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35       
      
     
      
   
      
   
    
       




    
    



       
              

Suspended Cymbal

Bass Drum













** (play and hold any of the following notes; randomly swell in and out; 
change selected note between breaths; do not align with other musicians around you)

***(play indicated note in random rhythmic patterns; vary articulations, 
and speed; do not align with other musicians around you)






   

3

   
3


   3

   
3



  
   
  























    3


    3

 
 
    3


 

    3

    
3

 
 








   
   
 
   
   
   

3   
3

 

   

3

 
   

 
  
   
  
   
   

*

*

**

*

**

**

**

**

**
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


















Tam-Tam

**** (improvise soft rustling noises to fit into the wind 
players' sounds; use any instruments available - be creative!)




       





   
   

****

****

***

****








       

       


   
   

***














GERMINATE - Tedrow (page 6)








































Fl. 1, 2

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1, 2

B. Cl.

A. Sx. 1, 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1, 2

Hn. 1, 2

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4
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



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41



       

   

41

   

***



       

   

42

   

***



   

43

   
   

44

   




        




        





        






45

       

45












       



   
       




   


       






46
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   
    


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   

Bass Drum





    
3    
3

    
    3

       
3

    3

  
    3

    3


    

3

    


   

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    3

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





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


rit.

















Snare Drum

 

 
     
 
     
 
  
     
 
 
       

     


     

 
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 Vibraphone

  
  
  
  
       
  
       
  
  
  
       
       
  
  
  
  
   

117

   

Xylophone

117


a tempo


















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




































Fl. 1, 2

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1, 2

B. Cl.

A. Sx. 1, 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1, 2

Hn. 1, 2

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4
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118   

  
    
    
      
    
      
    
  
    
      
      
    
    
      
    
   
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   



  
  
       
  
       
  

  
       
       
  
  

   
  
   
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   




       
   
      
   
      
       




      
      






   
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   

***

*

*

***








Suspended Cymbal

Tam-Tam

















   

121

   

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco









   
   

       

       

       





   
   
   

122

   

*

*

***

***

***


























   

123

   

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco
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




































Fl. 1, 2

Ob.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1, 2

B. Cl.

A. Sx. 1, 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1, 2

Hn. 1, 2

Tbn. 1, 2

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4
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